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THE 6TH MOMENTUM BIENNIAL

Foreword

the 6th momentum biennial, customarily held in 
Moss, Norway, is predicated upon a conviction that 
the complexities of orienting ourselves in the world 
depend on factors of memory and imagination, and 
that furthermore, whatever the process, it transpires 
within time. Naturally, one can speak of different 
aspects of time and correspondingly about differ-
ent histories and experiences. Indeed, we usually 
emphasize human experience above all in a dimen-
sion of time and space, but each person’s experience 
is set in a place that expands back and forth, up 
and down and even sideways to whatever elements 
each person takes into consideration at any given 
moment. The inherent present of each individual 
extends to past impressions and antecedents, as well 
as expectations of the future. Besides the capacity 
of being in time and place, we have the ability to be 
anywhere, not only with regards to a determined 
space, but with respect to any place at any time. 
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THE 6TH MOMENTUM BIENNIALIMAGINE BEING HERE NOW

In this reader, a prelude to what may occur 
in Moss, Norway, writers, artists and thinkers 
have been invited to present subjects ranging 
from neuroscience to radio to time capsules. In 
keeping with a venture to pin down, stretch out 
and animate the experience of time in standstill, 
motion and reverse, numerous perspectives 
are presented in essays determined by aspects 
of the Biennial, yet many remain independent 
experiences from which further subjects may 
resonate. Some are games to be played, while 
others are imaginary; some take place in the years 
ahead, while others present occasions incongruous 
with time, and in others, the experience of reading 
is focal. 

the reader consequently parallels the multiple layers 
of presentation and expression that characterize 
the exhibition and in addition to this inaugural 
publication the exhibition extends further beyond 
the two venues that usually house the Biennial – a 
historic country villa and a former brewery in the city 
center – employing both the Solberg Tower, an empty 
high-rise near the city of Moss, as well as projects that 
intervene in the exhibition infrastructure, engaging 
both visitors and residents at unexpected hours and 
sites throughout the Biennial. Moreover, before, 
during and following the Biennial period an itinerant 
performance event will unfold in order to advance 
the intention of the exhibition and near the end of 
the exhibition an adjacent, second part, publication 
will document and look back upon the experience, 
revealing what took place, when and where.

The epigram guiding the exhibition, imagine being 
here now, was originally conceived by Lucy R. Lip-
pard as a lecture title offered for advance publication 
when unclear of what to speak about. However, the 
paradoxical phrase also presented an advantageous 
position by alluding to the question ‘why would we 
have to imagine a place if we are right here now?’ and 
moreover, perhaps most importantly, initiated a discus-
sion about the significance of time and place in art and 
exhibition-making. The 6th Momentum Biennial partly 
emphasizes the inescapable issue of the Biennial event 
being a transitory, temporally determined occurrence 
as well as considers the making of art concomitant with 
such displays, however, predominantly seeks to accentu-
ate the visceral experience of time and place. Thus, the 
exhibition appropriates imagine being here now 
neither as a provisional title nor as a paradox. Rather, 
its purpose on this occasion is to stimulate inquiries into 
space, time, memory and imagination, encouraging the 
reader to actually imagine being here now, to see if it is 
truly possible. 

It was with great excitement and pleasure that we invited Ioana 
Nemes to participate in the 6th Momentum Biennial. The tragic 
and unexpected passing of such a wonderful person and artist has 
us at a loss for words. The new work produced for the exhibition 
will not be realized but our profound appreciation and respect for 
her insightful art remain.  

Markús Þór Andrésson, Christian Skovbjerg Jensen, 
Theodor Ringborg, Aura Seikkula, Marianne Zamecznik.




